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St Hugh’s Foundation for the Arts 
2026 Anniversary Award 
GUIDANCE NOTES
Who are we?
St Hugh’s Foundation for the Arts is a registered charity, founded in 1991. Since 1992 we have awarded over £500,000 to artists and arts organisations in our area of benefit which is East Yorkshire, the city of Hull and greater Lincolnshire (including North and North East Lincolnshire).  We are committed to supporting the highest standards of arts practice in our area through provision of an annual award scheme.
This year we are celebrating our 35th year of grant giving (our planned 30th anniversary was delayed by Covid!).  This year’s Anniversary Award will be a single award of £10,000.  
Award Criteria 
When assessing St Hugh’s 2026 Anniversary Award applications Trustees will consider the following:
· Your Practice/ Experience
· Your Idea for a new piece of work/ programme
· Your Plan to deliver and present your idea

· Relevancy - Trustees are also interested in how your project/ programme reflects our  geographical area of interest
AND
· Feasibility - Is your idea manageable during the timeframe? Do you have what you need in place to make it happen? Will our funding adequately support you to succeed?

Further Information
· Artists must ensure they have public liability insurance and any other relevant insurances in place and that any relevant health and safety legislation and requirements are planned for and adhered to.  This will remain the award recipient’s sole responsibility.
· During and after your programme St Hugh’s expects to be able to share information about your project. For example by posting images/ narrative on our social media pages and website.  You must also provide a final self-reflective report on your project when it is complete. This may be published on our website. 
· We expect all fees for artist time to be in line with industry standards for the year in which the proposed activity will take place.  For further guidance please see relevant professional bodies websites e.g. The Musicians Union    ITC    a-n – The Artists Information Company or other relevant industry body. 

· Trustees cannot be involved in helping applicants prepare/submit applications. Where a Trustee has a close involvement/ongoing relationship with an applicant, they must formally declare their conflict of interest and can have no role in scoring that application. 

· Trustees recognise that our area of benefit is culturally diverse, and we welcome proposals from all applicants. We will not discriminate against or treat any application differently on the grounds of age, sex, race, disability, pregnancy/ maternity, marriage/ civil partnership, sexual orientation, gender reassignment, religion/ belief. We expect all applicants we support to show the same commitment to equal opportunity within their proposed projects.


HOW TO APPLY
St Hugh’s is not a public sector body.  We aim to make applying to the Foundation as simple and straightforward as possible.  In 2026 this is the process: 
· Please complete the online application form available at St Hugh's Foundation 2026 Application Form - Google Forms
· You will be asked to confirm your eligibility for the fund, submit some general information, including contact details, and supply information on your idea (maximum 300 words). We are happy to receive your statement in alternative formats – please see the practice form for details.
· To help you prepare for completing the online Application form we provide a practice form on the website. Please do use this to collect all your information before starting the online version, as you will need to complete it in one go (it will not save partial information). 
· All applications will be scored individually and anonymously by Trustees, producing a shortlist.  Trustees will interview shortlisted applicants and vote on which to select for this year’s award.  
Application Timeline
	

	DATE 

	Applications open
	Saturday 27th June 2026

	Applications close
	Sunday 23rd August 2026

	Shortlisted applicants informed by
	Sunday 4th October 2026

	Shortlisted applicants meet with Trustees
	First half of October 2026 tbc

	Successful award winner informed
	By Saturday 31st October 2026

	Unsuccessful applicants informed
	By Friday 6th November 2026



St Hugh’s is a small charity.  Please be aware that due to the high number of applications we receive, and the very limited time capacity of our voluntary trustees, we are unable to provide individual feedback to unsuccessful applicants.
We would gently request that you do not apply if you are unwilling to accept this condition.  Thank you.
Support
1. If you have any questions about how to make an application, please contact us well in advance of the application deadline by emailing sthughscharity@gmail.com  

2. If you experience any technical difficulties while completing the online application form, do consider sending a follow-up email to sthughscharity@gmail.com to ensure that everything has arrived safely. 
_________________________________________________________________________
Claire Peasnall Memorial Award 2025
In 2026 St Hugh’s is also inviting applications to the sixth Claire Frances Peasnall Memorial Award, specifically for artists who work in painting and/or drawing.  This Award of £1,200, has a simple, seperate application form which is on the website.  Please just download, complete and email direct to sthughscharity@gmail.com by 30th September 2026.
We wish you the best of luck with your application and look forward to hearing from you.
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