St Hugh’s Foundation 2007 Award to David Power

Final Report – Executive Summary

The 2007 Award

The 2007 Award to David Power had two outcomes. First, David Power was to write two new pieces of classical music – a string quartet and a song cycle. Second he was to organize a small Festival of professional classical concerts in which these two pieces would be performed.

1. The Compositions
The String Quartet is a three movement work and was given its first performance at the Grimsby St Hugh’s Festival on Friday 26th September 2008 at St James Church by the renowned Fitzwilliam Quartet. It was extremely well received by the audience.

The Song Cycle – entitled Starfall and Other Songs – set poems by E.H. Visiak, Ronald Duncan and Paul Newman. This was performed at the Grimsby St Hugh’s Festival on Saturday 27th September at 1pm by Michael Solomon Williams (baritone) and Melanie Jones (piano)

2. The Festival
The Festival was named the Grimsby St Hugh’s Festival. The thinking behind this is that the name should immediately advertise the fact that it takes place in Grimsby so that any regional and national publicity or coverage that the Festival gets will also contribute to advocacy for the cultural life of Grimsby and the surrounding areas. The St Hugh’s part of the name was included because it was the award from the St Hugh’s Foundation that made the Festival possible.

The 2008 Grimsby St Hugh’s Festival comprised the following five concerts. All the concerts were held at St James Church in Grimsby.

	No
	Name of Concert
	Date and Time of the concert
	Attendance

	1.
	Benjamin Frith – piano
	Friday 26th September at 1pm
	62

	2.
	The Fitzwilliam String Quartet
	Friday 26th September at 7.30pm
	60

	3
	Michael Solomon Williams (baritone) and Melanie Jones (piano)
	Saturday 27th September at 1pm
	36

	4
	Trio Sospiroso
	Saturday 27th September at 7.30pm
	58

	5
	The Sixteen
	Sunday 28th September at 7.30pm
	270


This project has stretched me as a composer and has enabled my music to be performed in front of new audiences. The Grimsby St Hugh’s Festival has already established itself as an important addition to the very small amount of live, professional classical music that is available in NE Lincolnshire. I feel the project as a whole is one of the most successful I have ever been involved in. 

